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£2 Publications of the 

Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific, 
Held in Room 6oi Merchants Exchange 
Building, San Francisco, on Satur- 
day, November 30, 1907. 

At the meeting of November 30, 1907, (the minutes with this excep- 
tion have been published in No. 117 of these Publications,) the Bruce 
Gold Medal for the year 1908 was awarded to Professor Edward C. 
Pickering, Director of Harvard College Observatory. The following 
certificate of bestowal was signed by all Directors present: — 

SEVENTH AWARD OF THE BRUCE MEDAL. 

San Francisco, Cal., November 30, 1907. 

We, the undersigned, Directors of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific, hereby 
certify that, in accordance with the Statutes for the Bestowal of the Bruce Medal, 
a special meeting of the Board of Directors was held this day at 2 o'clock p.m., 
for the purpose of awarding the medal for the year 1908; and that, the provisions 
of the statutes relating to its bestowal having been complied with, the medal was 
awarded to Edward C Pickering, for distinguished services to astronomy, by the 
consenting votes of ten Directors. 

Signed: R. G. Aitken,* A. H. Babcock,* Charles Burckhalter, W. W. 
Campbell,* R. T. Crawford, Charles S. Cushing, Geo. E. Hale,* Daniel S. 
Richardson, S. D. Townley, F. R. Ziel. 

* By proxy. 

In answer to a letter addressed to Professor Pickering, notifying 
him of the action of the Directors, the following letter of acceptance 
was received : — 

Cambridge, Mass., January 8, 1908. 
My Dear Sir: — 

Your letter of January 1st, announcing that the Bruce Medal for the year 1908 
has been awarded to me, has been received. Please convey to the Board of 
Directors of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific my great appreciation of the 
distinguished honor thus conferred upon me. It affords me great pleasure to 
have my name thus associated with that of Miss Bruce and those of the eminent 
astronomers to whom the medal has already been awarded. 

Yours very sincerely, Edward C. Pickering. 

Dr. Russell Tracy Crawford, 

Secretary Astronomical Society of the Pacific, 
Berkeley, California. 



Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors, Held 

at the Chabot Observatory, Oakland, Cal., 

on January 25, 1908, at 8 p.m. 

A quorum was present. President Cushing presided. The minutes 
of the meeting of November 30, 1907, were approved. 

The Secretary reported that he had notified Director E. C. Picker- 
ing, of Harvard College Observatory, that the Directors of this Society 
had awarded him the Bruce Gold Medal for the year 1908, and that 
Professor Pickering had accepted the medal. 
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The following were elected to membership : — 

Miss Alice Joy 2521 Piedmont Avenue, Berkeley, Cal. 

Miss Elizabeth E. Garvey. . .2440 Hillside Avenue, Berkeley, Cal. 

Mr. W. F. Meyer Students' Observatory, Berkeley, Cal. 

The President was authorized to appoint an Auditing Committee of 
three members, and a Nominating Committee of five members. 

It was moved, seconded, and carried that the Library of Stanford 
University be given Volume XV of the Society's Publications to replace 
their original volume, which was lost in the fire of April, 1906. 

It was moved, seconded, and carried that the following be the schedule 
of prices for single copies, of the Publications: — 
One dollar for non-members. 
Seventy-five cents for dealers. 
Fifty cents for members. 
The Secretary was instructed to place $500 insurance upon the 
Society's property. 

A letter from Professor W. Steadman Aldis, offering some addi- 
tional books for our Library, was read. The Secretary was instructed 
to convey the thanks of the Society to Professor Aldis, and to select 
from the list sent those books deemed useful to the Society. 
Adjourned. 



Minutes of the Meeting of the Society, Held in Chabot 

Observatory, Oakland, Cal., on January 25, 

1908, at 8:30 P.M. 

President Cushing presided. Upon calling the Society to order he 
announced that the meeting would be devoted to informal discussion 
of current astronomical problems. 

The Secretary read Professor Pickering's letter accepting the Bruce 
Gold Medal, which had been awarded to him for the year 1908. 

Professor Crawford made a few remarks upon the "Supposed Dis- 
appearance of Saturn's Rings." Later in the evening Professor Aitken 
made some remarks upon this same subject, and also gave a short talk 
upon his observations of the "knots" on Saturn's ring. 

Professors Perrine and Aitken, who had just arrived from the 
eclipse expedition to Flint Island, gave some very interesting accounts 
of their experiences. 

Professor AitkeN read a short preliminary paper upon the eclipse, 
prepared by Director Campbell. The paper was dated from the Golden 
Gate. 

Adjourned. 



